
We’re Being Featured in 
The MODERN RESIDENCE

We are proud to share with you our profile in the 
upcoming book, The Modern Residence. This book 

contains profiles of one-of-a-kind contemporary homes 
crafted by the nation’s leading architects, and we are 

proud to be among the featured professionals.

Please feel free to share this book with your social 
network by simply clicking the icon on the header bar 

above. You can also secure a printed copy of this book 
from us or at bookstores or on Amazon in the upcoming 

months when it publishes.

To see what else we have been crafting, please visit our 
website by clicking below:

Visit Our Website
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Inspired Modern Homes Imagined and Designed 
by the Nation’s Leading Architects
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FACING PAGE & BELOW: The Japanese concept of shakkei, or borrowed scenery, informs the design of this Virginia Beach house, 
which was completed in 2016. The site is characterized by a strong sense of horizontality, formed by the foreground waterway of 
Linkhorn Bay, the line of woods on the opposite shore, and the sky. A linear fountain strikes a line along the entry path and appears 
to slide beneath the house, reappearing as an exterior pool at the far side of the foyer. A trellis complements the fountain and pool 
by extending the view through the house, while concrete walls reinforce the property’s lines. In tandem with the green agenda of 
Hays + Ewing, the gardens designed by  Kennon Williams Landscape Studio utilize native species to reduce the need for irrigation.
Photographs by Prakash Patel
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Hays + Ewing  Design  Studio

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

A team since 2004, with more than 30 years of collective experience 
between them, Christopher Hays and Allison Ewing are leaders in the green 
design movement. Integrating techniques such as cooling through natural 
ventilation, rainwater collection, and harnessing energy from the sun, the 
duo has become experts at harmonizing buildings with their surrounding 
environment. They believe that enduring architecture springs from a deep 
understanding of the place, the needs of the project, and the desires of the 
client, all the while directed by ecological principles and utilizing sustainable 
best practices.

A wide variety of projects, in both type and scale, have allowed them to 
tackle diverse projects and places with a clear vision that’s specific to each. 
With a global architectural background, both Allison and Christopher have 
lived and worked in Europe and Asia in addition to the United States, and 
both have participated in award-winning projects with such bold-face names 
as Cesar Pelli, Renzo Piano, and William McDonough. Their firm primarily 
serves Virginia and North Carolina, but has undertaken projects across the 
U.S., in Canada, and Europe.
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FACING PAGE TOP: The 16-foot-tall great room, with its floor-to-ceiling glass walls, appears to float above the pool and offers views of the bay on three sides. Utilizing triple-
pane windows, the house is finely tuned to be extremely energy efficient. With concrete and stone floors, the heat from the winter is stored and released throughout the day. 
Geothermal wells provide clean and renewable energy to the home.

FACING PAGE CENTER: A series of terraces further engage the views: a ground-floor terrace wraps the living room while a second-floor covered porch provides a birds-eye 
perspective. Da Motta Design interiors complement the site’s breathtaking beauty with furnishings that draw from nature’s colors and textures.

FACING PAGE BOTTOM: Privacy glass in the master bath switches from clear to opaque by applying voltage. Marble is introduced in select rooms to complement the 
minimalist palette of concrete, limestone and dark finishes.

BELOW:  LED lighting throughout means the energy loads from lighting are minimal, and sustainably harvested Forest Stewardship Council-certified wood was used for framing 
lumber and all cabinetry and finish wood. 
Photographs by Prakash Patel
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BELOW TOP: This Zen, net-zero house in Faber, Virginia, celebrates the importance of the “rituals” of everyday life for the owner and 
her many visitors. The architect set out to design a self-sufficient green home that integrates the rhythm of the owner’s daily schedule 
with the spirit of the land and its micro-climate.

BELOW BOTTOM: The roof form is the primary defining element; in one calligraphic gesture, it rises from the south up to a third-floor 
gallery, cascading down on the north to create a porte cochere.
Photographs by Prakash Patel
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“Beauty is not a trade-off 
for green design—beauty is 

essential to a building’s long-
term survival and therefore  
its environmental impact.”  

—Allison Ewing

FACING PAGE TOP: THE house is sited on a hilltop to take advantage of the surrounding views, particularly to the west toward the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, as well as the prevailing breezes that sweep across the hillside. A modern interpretation of the traditional 
“widow’s walk,” the third-floor observatory has windows on all sides. The observatory acts as a solar chimney, helping to regulate the 
temperature of the home through ventilation.

FACING PAGE BOTTOM: The roof shape creates a continuous flow for the interior spaces, from the ground level up to the observatory, 
and facilitates a natural air flow. The living, dining, and kitchen area is suffused with daylight from the east, south, and west.
Photographs by Prakash Patel



Hays + Ewing Design Studio
609 East Market Street, Suite 203

Charlottesville, VA 22902

434-979-3222

hays-ewing.com
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